
 

Social Innovation Funding for rural Nebraska older youth system 
 

What Is SIF? 
The Corporation for National and Community Service has created the Social Innovation Fund (SIF), a 
key White House initiative.  The intended outcome for SIF grants is to “create a learning network of 
organizations working to implement innovative and effective evidence-based solutions to local and 
national challenges in three priority areas: economic opportunity, healthy futures, and youth 
development.” http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/social-innovation-fund/about-sif 

 

Who is eligible? 
SIF invites applications from community leaders and non-profit organizations in rural Nebraska 
communities. We are seeking communities that are currently convening cross-sector collaboratives focused 
on improving outcomes for unconnected youth by creating an older youth system. The older youth system 
should focus on educational and career outcomes with an emphasis on well-being factors to include daily 
needs/transportation, health (mental, physical and dental), housing, permanency, and financial stability. 

 

Who are unconnected youth? 
Unconnected youth are defined as young adults ages 14 -24 in rural Nebraska who find themselves 
disconnected from a positive life course due to child welfare, juvenile justice system involvement (including 
diversion or young adults transiting out of Probation), who have experienced homelessness, and are lacking 
the services and supports they need to make successful transitions to adulthood.  
  
 

What is the plan for SIF? 
SIF will provide communities and Nebraska Children the chance to expand our model for an Older Youth 
System that is a youth driven and informed infrastructure that utilizes the best practices of Central Access 
services, IDA accounts, Transitional/voluntary case management services, and aligns community existing 
services to help youth transition towards self-reliance. 
 
The model for an Older Youth System is a combination of both the Omaha Independent Living Plan (2007) 
and the Social Services Rural Homeless Youth federal demonstration grant (2009).  This combination utilizes 
a collaborative leadership process to focus on the needs of older youth by aligning current community 
efforts, developing additional resources, creating an evaluation process, and merge statewide efforts to 
support unconnected youth in Nebraska. 
 
 

 
 
Why does this matter? 
The Reality: Without support from the community, these youth are at risk of falling victim to the statistics 

listed below. Here’s a picture of the potential impact of our inaction: 
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JCYOI estimates that each annual class of young people who age out of care cost Nebraska approximately 
$90 million over their lifetime in lost tax revenue, criminal justice expenses and public assistance costs. 
Outcomes are similar for those with juvenile justice experience or who are homeless.  
 
How will SIF resources help expand the older youth system?  
There will be a competitive RFP process to select 7-10 new eligible communities.  Once selected, these 
communities will receive funding in the amount of $100,000 to $150,000 per year for two years with the 
opportunity for a non-competitive extension for an additional three years.  The local communities will be 
required to raise a dollar-for-dollar cash match from a combination of unobligated non-federal public and/or 
private funders for the award amount. 

 
 


